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Profile
Lucy’s practice is focused on the core areas of commercial litigation, professional liability claims, and insurance.
Commercial litigation
Lucy is developing her practice in this area, and is frequently instructed in advisory and drafting work, and – in
particular - to appear in interim applications. She enjoys the challenge of getting to grips with complex sets of facts
and transactions, especially in relation to urgent matters. She is equally comfortable working individually or as part of
a counsel team, and has been frequently led by senior members of Chambers in relation to this type of work.
Professional Liability
Lucy's professional liability works includes claims for and against a range of professionals, including financial
consultants, valuers, surveyors and lawyers. She is frequently instructed in advisory and drafting work and to appear
in Court, both alone and as a junior.
Insurance & Reinsurance
Lucy is also instructed in relation to coverage disputes, both in litigation and arbitration, in cases concerning the
construction of policy-wording.
Other areas of practice
Lucy has experience acting in arbitrations, especially under the LCIA rules.
Lucy is also keen to develop her practice relating to fraud, in the context of commercial disputes, but also of insurance
and professional liability claims.
Details of Lucy’s practice in each area can be found by following the relevant links.
Further information
Lucy commenced practice in Chambers in 2009.
Before that, she read English Language & Literature at Trinity College, Oxford, where she achieved a First Class
Degree (coming top of her year in Moderations). She was a Percival Exhibitioner and Scholar at Trinity College, and
won the Mrs Claude Beddington and the Violet Vaughan Morgan university prizes.
She obtained a distinction in the law conversion (CPE), and took a year out to travel in Russia, China, Hong Kong and
South East Asia, before the Bar Vocational Course.
Lucy is a member of Lincoln’s Inn. She was awarded the Lord Brougham, Lord Mansfield and Lord Sheldon
scholarships for the CPE, BVC and pupillage respectively.
Lucy is a contributor to the 7th edition of Jackson & Powell on Professional Negligence (to be published in 2011), and
contributes to Judicial Review, Insurance Law Monthly, and to Westlaw’s Civil Procedure Reports.
She is a member of ALBA, COMBAR and PNBA.

Commercial Dispute Resolution
Lucy is presently developing a busy practice in this area of law. She is particularly interested in matters with an
international or cross-jurisdictional angle.
A flavour of Lucy’s work and experience is provided by the following:
l

Acting for the successful trustee and investment company in a multi-million pound claim against defendant
surveyors in litigation concerning the acquisition of a factory outlet shopping centre by a Unit Trust: (1) Capita
Alternative Fund Services (Guernsey) Ltd (2) Matrix Securities Ltd v Drivers Jonas [2011] EWHC 2336. (With Sue
Carr QC and Graham Chapman).

l

Acting in a highly sensitive dispute between an oligarch and his solicitors, involving an application to come off the
record. (With Justin Fenwick QC).

l

Acting in a multi-million pound claim brought in relation to the drafting of a Share Purchase Agreement. (With
Patrick Lawrence QC and Rick Liddell).

l

Acting in relation to claims arising out of overpayment of shareholder dividends. She also has an interest in
particular issues arising in relation to claims by shareholders.

l

Acting for the claimant in a claim for restitution in respect of monies paid away under a mistake.

l

Instructed to advise and attend applications in various cases where complex issues have arisen in relation to a
party being in administration or liquidation, including acting for a defendant wealth management company in
liquidation.

l

Instructed in various subrogated claims for recovery against third parties in contractual disputes.

Insurance & Reinsurance
Lucy particularly enjoys insurance coverage disputes – and disputes purely concerning the construction of insurance
policy wording. She also has experience of professional liability claims which require a thorough understanding of
multiple issues of insurance law. She also has a real interest in the defence of fraudulent or exaggerated claims.
Recent examples of Lucy’s experience are as follows:
l

Instructed by the defendant insurer both to advise and to attend the hearing of a preliminary issue in the multimillion pound arbitration relating to both triggers to cover and aggregation, turning on complex points of
construction of several policy clauses. The underlying claims against the assured arise out of large-scale claimshandling on behalf of multiple other insurance companies. (Led by both Sue Carr QC and Patrick Lawrence QC).

l

Advising a Hong Kong manufacturing company on its rights against its insurers, under a policy governed by Hong
Kong law, in relation to a product liability claim brought against the company in the US. This case involved multiple
assureds and complex questions of notification.

l

Acting for defendant English solicitors in a claim brought by a firm of Brazilian lawyers. The claim arises out of
advice given in relation to a D&O policy of insurance, and concerns in particular issues of notification of claims
against the claimants brought in various Brazilian states. (Led by Sue Carr QC).

l

Acting for various insurers, defending coverage claims under both commercial and household policies of
insurance, on multiple grounds including an assured’s failure to cooperate with insurer’s investigations.

Public Law and Human Rights
Lucy is keen to develop her practice in public law, especially in the context of healthcare. She appeared as junior
counsel for the Secretary of State for Health (led by Leigh-Ann Mulcahy QC): R(on the application of McVey) s
Secretary of State for Health [2010] EWHC 437 and [2010] EWHC 1225.
The Secretary of State successfully resisted the judicial review brought in respect of the ex gratia compensation
scheme set up to compensate those infected with variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, including a challenge by
interested parties, living victims of the disease. This judicial review also engaged private law questions regarding
trusts. Permission to appeal was refused.

International Arbitration
Lucy has experience acting in arbitration under the LCIA rules, particularly in the context of a complex and multi-million
pound insurance dispute over the proper construction of policy terms. She is looking forward to developing her
practice in this area.

Construction & Engineering

We have a strong and dedicated team of construction lawyers who have considerable expertise in all types of
construction and engineering disputes. Not only do we specialize in professional negligence claims against
engineers, architects, design contractors, project managers and other building professionals, but we also have a
wealth of experience in dealing with the many different disputes which can arise on a building project between both
employers and contractors and also between contractors and their subcontractors, including disputes as to contract
terms, loss and expense claims, delay and disruption, defective work and final account disputes.
We act for a wide range of professionals, contractors, employers, funders, insurers and suppliers, providing not only
advice in relation to, for example, PFI issues, public procurement law or the drafting of contracts, but also specialist
advocacy in many different forums.
We are highly knowledgeable of the construction industry, its standard form contracts, its practices and customs. We
have been involved with disputes involving all types of construction project including football stadiums, airports, water
treatment plants, highways, tunnels, hospitals, power stations, off-shore oil and gas installations, pipelines, power
process and waste water treatment plants, retail shopping centres, car parks, office blocks and residential
developments.
We all appear regularly in court and in particular in the Technology and Construction Court. We all have considerable
experience of drafting documents for and presenting cases in adjudications. We are also frequently involved in
arbitrations, both domestic and international.
In the words of one of the leading legal directories, 4 New Square has ‘had a key role in many of the larger
construction disputes, particularly those with a professional indemnity flavour. The Wembley litigation and the
Castlepoint dispute are but two examples of the headline-grabbing cases they have had involvement in.’
Many of us are recommended individually in both The Legal 500 and Chambers & Partners.

